
 

 

Virginia Beach City Public Schools 
Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education 

 

The regular meeting of the Community Advisory Committee for Gifted Education (CAC)  

was held on Oct. 11 at 6:30 p.m., via Zoom. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
2021-2022 VOTING MEMBERS: In 

attendance 

Not in 

attendance 

Jennifer McKendree, Chair (At-Large) x  

Evan Rice, Co-Chair (Tallwood) x  

Jill Campbell (First Colonial) x  

Sandy Zimmerman (Princess Anne)  x  

Kerwin Kolheffer (At-Large) x  

Tonya Rivers (Bayside)   x  

Brittany Horn (Green Run)  x  

Jeryl Phillips (Kellam) x  

Katie Kilborn (Salem)  x  

Justin Nichols (Kempsville) x  

Allison Krug (Ocean Lakes) x  

Open (Landstown)   

Open (Cox)   

    

NON-VOTING MEMBERS (Ex-Officio)   

Nicole DeVries - Director of K-12 and Gifted Programs x  

Dr. Dornswalo Wilkins-McCorey - Coordinator, Office of Gifted Programs    

Angela Boubouheropoulos - Coordinator, Office of Gifted Programs x  

Meghann Scott - Instructional Specialist, Office of Gifted Programs x  

Leslie Wildman - Ex-Officio, Elementary Gifted Resource Teacher x  

Amy Moore - Ex-Officio, Middle School Gifted Resource Teacher x  

Anne Marzitello - Ex-Officio, High School Gifted Resource Teacher x  

Molly Loch - Ex-Officio, Arts x  

Ronald Groomes - Ex-Officio, School Counseling x  

Ava Ibanez - Student Representative (Landstown HS) x  

Frederick Virtucio - Student Representative (Tallwood HS) x  

INVITED GUESTS    

Jennifer Franklin - VBCPS School Board x  

Dr. Kipp Rogers - Chief Academic Officer, Department of Teaching and Learning   

  

I. Welcome – Introduction(s)  

 

Dr. Nicole DeVries welcomes members, guests and Mrs. Franklin, our school board 

liaison. Jennifer McKendree welcomes members and guests. Meghann Scott leads an 

inclusive opening, “If you were a potato, how would you like to be cooked?” and then 

introduces members who were not at the September meeting.  

II. Special Order/Topics 

Dr. DeVries gave an Identification Update presentation.  



 

 

• Using data, a 3-year comparison was made by race and grade levels, remembering 

that context is important; the last benchmark year being 2018-2019 due to 

COVID.  

• Ideally the percentage of gifted students will reflect the percentages of the 

populations of VBCPS 

• ODS data shows the same hurdles for SY20 and SY21, but we are seeing some 

changes. Some significant barriers have been removed for ELLs, African 

American and low socio-economic populations. 

• VBCPS had Jonathan Plucker, professor at Johns Hopkins and president of the 

NAGC, evaluate our programs and make recommendations.  

Dr. Tracy Cross of The College of William & Mary also did a data-dive for 

VBCPS and made her own recommendations. Their feedback was very similar in 

many instances. For example, both specialists agreed that the Parent Narrative on 

the gifted application was a barrier in the ODS selection process.   

• Dr. DeVries listed the barriers that we have removed so far and changes that have 

been made to the application, testing, and ODS selection process.  

▪ Performance-based task added for first graders applying for 

identification. 

▪ A video was made to explain the application process, and the 

application has been translated into different languages. 

▪ Local norms 

▪ All 5th grade screening is electronic and other parts of the testing 

process has shifted to digital instead of paper/pencil. 

▪ To be considered for ODS, one parent/guardian must already live in 

Virginia Beach. 

▪ A big shift from GRT’s as a collaborative planner to being an 

instructional coach for the classroom teachers which helps teachers 

understand “gifted” better and can write stronger strengths-based 

narratives and have more rigorous lessons. 

 

• The question “Does the program fit the child, or the child fit our program?” is 

great for a lens change. 

• Jill Campbell gave 3 take-aways: 

▪ Using local norms 

▪ Clarified- with regards to out-of-district students, we need to 

maintain a path for military kids. 

▪ Asked if all second graders will be screened this year to close the 

gap from last year? Dr. DeVries answered that we will not be 

screening the entire grade. 

• Tonya Rivers referred to Sameness vs. Equity, and asked that for the students 

lacking advocacy or support framework, have we considered using high school 

student mentors?  

▪ Bayside HS and Luxford ES are trying out this mentor program 

this year and it may become a good model (feeder model) for 

building a vertical community 

 

III. Business Meeting - Call to Order at 7:32p.m. with Jill making first motion, and Evan 

making a second motion. 



 

 

• Jennifer McKendree asked for approval of minutes from June and September 

2021. Jeryll made first motion and it passed with a second motion from Kerwin.  

• Jennifer referred to the Draft of the Bylaws- voting members voted to accept draft 

and adopt the Bylaws with revisions.  

• Jennifer opened the floor up for members to give new topics/ideas to 

discuss/research as a committee to modify the original plan for the 2021-22 year. 

• November’s meeting will have a Gifted Art & Dance overview. Members also 

asked for an overview of the Summer Residential Governor’s School (SRGS) 

programs. 

• Ownership of the direction of the committee: Focus group of parents/ structured 

qualitative interviews with parents; SEL growth by incorporating/collaborating 

with school counselors. 

 

 IV. Unfinished Business: last month the committee reviewed the 5-year plan- revisit? 

 

V. Adjournment 

At 7:51p.m., Jennifer asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jill moved to approve; -

Katie seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Next meeting November 8, 2021 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Nicole Moritz 
 

Administrative Office Associate II 

 

Department of Teaching & Learning 

 


